In this project spotlight, we are sharing the redesigned American Sign Language course, created within the Canvas LMS.
For this course redesign, we partnered with an instructor from the American Sign Language, or ASL, program – Professor Wickham Saxon - who wanted to make her course more engaging, easier to navigate, and accessible for all her students.
Some of the original course pages contained over fifty ASL videos and GIFs in one long scroll. While the content was fantastic, the overwhelming layout created significant cognitive load and failed to meet current accessibility standards, presenting a barrier to how students could easily perceive information.
Our redesign was driven by the core goal of Universal Design for Learning (UDL): fostering learner agency—that is, creating students who are purposeful and reflective, resourceful and authentic, strategic and action oriented. Our shared goal was to Design Multiple Means of Representation to create clear, navigable pages for every learner. 
We first tackled the layout. By grouping videos into interactive accordions, we broke the lengthy content into manageable sections. This simple structural change directly addresses UDL considerations to support opportunities to customize the display of information and support multiple ways to perceive information.
 This improved navigation and significantly reduced cognitive load allows students to focus on learning rather than navigation within the LMS.
Next, we focused on accessibility, which is a critical component of the UDL principle of Design Multiple Means of Action & Expression. We optimized student interaction with the course materials by converting files into accessible formats, updating presentation slides, improving color contrast, and ensuring all links and tables were clearly labeled. 
This systematic effort allowed us to successfully optimize access to accessible materials for all learners.
One of the best parts of this process was the successful collaboration between our office and the ASL faculty. Using a modular, weekly workflow, the instructor created content while our team worked on accessibility and digital design enhancements. The result is a course that’s visually clear, easy to use, and welcoming to all learners.
If you have ideas for applying the UDL framework to your own course, our instructional design team is here to partner with you! Let’s create an exceptional learning experience together!
Contact us to get started.
